Atheism often Dogmatic.                 17
stration of this startling assertion. In its place there is presented to us an unreasoned and superficial hypothesis as to the origin, nature, and history of religion. Religion, in Feuerbach's opinion, is self-delusion in the form of self-deification. It is his own nature which man projects out of himself, per-; sonifies, and worships. He idealises himself, be-( lieves the ideal real, and adores the imaginary! being whom he has created. Religion is thus a?; phase of insanity under which the whole human race laboured for thousands of years, until the one wise man appeared who discovered that his fellow-men had been idiotically bowing and cringing before their own shadow. It is this discovery which makes it "clear as the sun and evident .as the day, not only that there is no God, but that there can be none." Mainlander claims, in a recently published work, to have for the first time founded atheism on a scientific basis. But to -accomplish his task he finds it necessary to represent Christianity as, like Budhism, a system of atheism. Maintaining, the atheism of these two religions, he infers that atheism is the natural goal of human development. The mass of assertions which he accumulates around this ludicrous argument he assures us is a scientific demonstration. Czolbe, Diihring, and some other German atheists, might be referred to as equally audacious in profession and feeble in performance. A zealous English
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